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and Holland (1727). The death of George I. and the
hopes which that event, and the expected fall of Walpole
as a consequence, inspired in the enemies of England,
caused some delay in ratifying the preliminaries, and it
was not until after a period of dangerous suspense that
in the spring of 1729 Great Britain, France, and Spain
executed the Treaty of Seville. To England various
commercial rights wore restored which had been invaded
by the Treaty of Yienna in 1725. Gibraltar was not
mentioned. The charter of the Ostend Company was to
be suspended. Spain was to be allowed under guarantees
to introduce a force into Tuscany and Parma, as a security
that the succession in these two provinces should revert
to Bon Carlos. The Treaty of Seville thus made a useful
peace in one quarter, but, so complex and intricate was the
game, it was a provocation to war in another. It left the
emperor isolated and resentful, disappointed alike in his
dynastic schemes and his imperial claims. Walpole, who
was now free by the resignation of Townshend to pursue
his own views, immediately addressed himself to Vienna.
Without consulting Floury, he proposed to the emperor to
guarantee the succession of his daughter to the hereditary
dominions of the House of Hapsburg in return for the
abolition of the Ostend Company, and for the imperial
assent to the entry of the Spanish troops into Parma.
The emperor, to whom the succession of Maria Theresa
had long been the main object of his life, came in to these
terms, and after some difficulties in connection with the
electorate of Hanover had been boldly thrust aside by
Walpole for future arrangement, his grand plan was
finally accepted in the second Treaty of Vienna in 1731
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